
Universities Australia’s Learning and Teaching Repository is a relatively new cross-

institutional collection of Australian learning and teaching research. The Repository holds over

1,000 reports and related resources, including templates and links to project websites

developed through Australian university partnerships, much of it funded under the auspices of

the Office for Learning and Teaching (OLT) and its predecessor bodies. 

CSIRO moves towards Open Access for national benefit, thanks to a new transformative

agreement between CSIRO Publishing and CAUL member institutions. Read more in CSIRO’s

latest news statement.

The University of Southern Queensland has adapted OpenStax’s Anatomy and Physiology

text to suit the Australian tertiary curriculum. The Australian edition is titled Fundamentals of

Anatomy and Physiology and includes interactive quizzes, career connections and a

comprehensive glossary. 

Australian Catholic University has released an exemplary Open Access Policy for research,

including meeting F.A.I.R. goals, supporting global infrastructure of OA research and

supporting 'effective and appropriate review processes and reproducibility.’ 

Melanie Fillios from the University of New England and Natalie Blake from the

University of Sydney have produced an open text titled Animal Bones in Australian

Archaeology, which is an introductory bone identification manual written for archaeologists

working in Australia. Thanks to Melanie Fillios for the submission! 

RMIT has a new open textbook adoption for Semester 1 2021: Biology 2e for the course Life

On Earth, and a new journal article by Frank Ponte, Anne Lennox and Jennifer Hurley: The

Evolution of the Open Textbook Initiative.  

The University of Sydney Library has produced Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural

Protocols and has licensed them under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

ShareAlike 4.0. 

A U S T R A L A S I A N  O E P  S I G  D I G E S T

2 0 2 1  M A R C H  E D I T I O N
Curated by Ash Barber, Jennifer Hurley, Nikki Andersen, Alice Luetchford, members of the Australasian OEP-

SIG, and selected content from SPARC’s OEP Digest. This digest is sponsored by ASCILITE. 

Australasian news

Call for collaboration
The aim of the SIG is to be a space of sharing and collaboration. As such, we are now featuring a

call for collaborators section in the digest in hope of fostering institutional collaboration. This

month's call for collaboration is from nursing academics at JCU who are interested in collaborating

on OERs for first year nursing resources. Please contact Alice.Luetchford@jcu.edu.au for more

information. 

To put a call out for collaborative opportunities in the next digest, contact us via the details below. 

Contact us
This digest is licensed under a Creative

Commons Attribution license: CC BY 2.0 AU 

e: Nikki.Andersen@usq.edu.au

w: oepoz.wordpress.com

https://ltr.edu.au/
https://www.csiro.au/en/News/News-releases/2021/CSIRO-moves-towards-Open-Access-for-national-benefit
https://openstax.org/details/books/anatomy-and-physiology
https://usq.pressbooks.pub/anatomy/
https://policies.acu.edu.au/library/open-access-for-acu-research
https://open.sydneyuniversitypress.com.au/9781743324592.html
https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/oer/adoption-details/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://openstax.org/details/books/biology-2e&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615340418648000&usg=AFQjCNEFdF6erGwfrWwmCL5suxtTRTsIBA
https://doi.org/10.1080/24750158.2021.1883819
https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/24602
mailto:Alice.Luetchford@jcu.edu.au
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/au/
mailto:Nikki.Andersen@usq.edu.au
https://oepoz.wordpress.com/


A U S T R A L A S I A N  O E P  S I G  D I G E S T

2 0 2 1  M A R C H  E D I T I O N
Curated by Ash Barber, Jennifer Hurley, Nikki Andersen, Alice Leutchford, members of the Australasian OEP-

SIG, and selected content from SPARC’s OEP Digest. This digest is sponsored by ASCILITE. 

Textbook Task Force takes on the high costs of learning materials at Template University. 

The Big Ten Academic Alliance (BTAA) Announces Support For the Directory of Open Access

Journals (DOAJ) with 3-Year Collective Action Agreement 

Black History Month: Open education can be used as a tool for combating anti-Black racism.

Pressbooks has curated excellent OER to celebrate Black History Month.  

Happy #OEWeek: from the OEP Digest team! It’s been great to see the many events

happening across the globe to promote open education this month! 

New Survey: U.S. PIRG released the findings of their latest student survey, Fixing the Broken

Textbook Market, Third Edition, on February 23rd. In September, more than 120 student

volunteers asked more than 5,000 of their peers at 82 colleges and universities about their

textbook buying experiences during the pandemic. Their analysis confirmed that 65% of

students reported that they skipped buying textbooks due to their high cost, and 21% skipped

access codes - a slight increase from last year. More concerning, however, students who had

trouble meeting their basic needs also were struggling to fully participate in class: 38% of food-

insecure students had skipped buying an access code.  

International news

This digst is licensed under a Creative

Commons Attribution license: CC BY 2.0 AU 

Professional development opportunities

Recording: Wellbeing, Disrupted: Open education to support a flexible understanding of

inclusive wellbeing and Building an online learning community: reframing open educational

practice grants as supported professional learning (Day two of Championing the CAUL Digital

Dexterity Framework virtual festival program). 

Recording: Using collaboration to understand engagement with OERs (Day four of

Championing the CAUL Digital Dexterity Framework virtual festival program). 

Recording: In case you missed the 2020 Open Education Conference, you can catch up on

100+ hours of recordings from 250+ sessions. 

Upcoming: Registration is now open for the Cascadia Open Education Summit! 

Upcoming: The Michigan OER Network announced the dates for their upcoming summer MI

OER Summit, which will take place on August 11th and 12th. Be on the lookout for

announcements around proposals and registration, and learn more on their website. 

Open for submissions: The upcoming Florida OER Summit, to be held May 13th and 14th, is

accepting proposals ranging from lighting talks to longer workshops. Learn more and submit

proposals here by March 21st. 

Open for submissions: The Northeast OER Summit is now open for registrations and

proposals. This free summit will be held May 24th-26th and is accepting registrations here until

March 21st. 

Conferences and webinars

https://news.temple.edu/news/2021-02-17/textbook-task-force-takes-high-costs-learning-materials
https://www.infodocket.com/2021/02/15/the-big-ten-academic-alliance-btaa-announces-support-for-directory-of-open-access-journals-doaj-with-a-3-year-collective-action-agreement/
https://www.infodocket.com/2021/02/15/the-big-ten-academic-alliance-btaa-announces-support-for-directory-of-open-access-journals-doaj-with-a-3-year-collective-action-agreement/
https://pressbooks.com/2021/02/15/excellent-oer-to-celebrate-during-black-history-month/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/146F2Kyy3ZvNA-EK7hq9xy_aVoSxTQyjycH201NUFd2VjDKDYt8HPY7an5SgNugzUhPa00iyNcMmaqlaPSoay6k5C_OetAF-cgsC3e_mo5Z5vweiv57eE-n_VxwR__wSMnauzHERuPHR1ueEXm-k5mUjihojKMIdOa0Nwpei7jr0kaoPmkD2ql4kLjAzODvereA8Nc58CC5YetQDRBPPlKyB3CoLOpUK1vq-DpQTqYa87ar9ABSQnFqGM4fzHdCZwIDSScWvsUUbWC79R4aZmqIfVl3ZnHCjg1-JBE8QiJOgQiixo7cgB7Ua1uRrjqTi41VP79MZTTpl6r8b5vTKepIusQvs2ymgQbd2bQMlF4_9Vw6IMYcAql8bTbGph-rjLqcn9yF9rxo99jnS7k7GH0P3xiodQeute06UyEsdIC_hbNMmZs2kah2z9acNqlm3X/https%3A%2F%2Fuspirg.org%2Fblogs%2Fblog%2Fusp%2Ffixing-broken-textbook-market-third-edition
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR0qUM_BEbc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR0qUM_BEbc&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/xi-GHmZsxSg
https://openeducationconference.org/2020/program
https://sfu-bccampus.cmail19.com/t/d-l-qcjrht-tyitkyjjtr-e/
https://www.mioer.org/events
https://www.mioer.org/events
https://www.flvc.org/oersummit
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QdTrYPmiQUiALyK_E4C0rttP1hK8auFHmKjSfT2LTb1UOElHUzMzMEtLTlVQWVVFSTBZVTFaU0VXUy4u
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1aLR-oNDzb2A72g-AryWMldfjSkLPRp5eNgf9jKetrK2UxYnrdWE02TQu7VAST64motHInN_aDpGOb0NFUVBothhtusTtc7uZGgADZnv_3MUnhoxHfYdizjtPibV6QLt8gNe0P_4AEjgKjpqwSoiiyT77nIHkiyF6zfSfP3O66VNuCkDy9XbnE_WghjSQx_RuGBbDEAjRXWz_cmmv5kfd1FITOGLxA5iCnypkhiJ2-8C8WnFf4iQHacAAyQp5v-8KU1ejtZCQ5Op__Hw5rC50A7-X85DrqigUgYnqj_-C7Kh9Z_LxJW_5c52KQg6UPNcLgiXIbTVgoPKWOXyq4WOlV7FhYtBGFO4RccihY_DdIS1uejSQt6gqba4HBO2k8BgcBpTvNU5BmQ6xzYpJnoH2i8p50hQWeQCo9BPGw4ecGF7AyPvadQ-8sXpd22kxC3TA/https%3A%2F%2Fneoer.umasscreate.net%2Fconferences%2F2021-2%2F2021-call-for-proposals%2F
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Frank Ponte looks at whether OERs can address teaching and learning challenges in higher

education.

LIBER has released a publication on best practices for Library Linked Open Data. 

Remote teaching: Open educational resources for emergency remote teaching – a new

paradigm? By Maximiliano Marzetti. 

OER in tenure and promotion: Andrew McKinney, OER coordinator at the City University of

New York (CUNY), and Amanda Coolidge, director of Open Education at BCcampus in British

Columbia, Canada, share the development of an adaptable matrix to help faculty include OER

in their tenure and promotion portfolios. 

Tackling racism in textbook publishing: New guidelines from textbook publisher Pearson aim

to dismantle systemic racism in higher ed. 

Accessibility: Accessibility in open educational resources is resilience by Ksenia Cheinman 

Open Access Scholarly Publishing Association (OASPA) has released a major OA Diamond

Journals Study, emphasising diversity and sustainable pathways for diamond Open Access. 

ICDE Quality Network report: Global Quality Perspectives on Open, Online and Flexible

Learning 2020. 

Creative Commons has launched a podcast called Open Minds. Listen to the debut episode

which feature Creative Commons CEO Catherine Stihler. 

AOASG Chair Martin Borchert, AOASG Executive Committee members and Director Ginny

Barbour looked back at the extraordinary year that was 2020, presented open access

initiatives from a variety of Australian Universities and outlined the group’s plans and priorities

for 2021 in AOASG’s first webinar of the year. 

Effie Kapsalis talks about the history of Smithsonian Open Access to celebrate one year of

Smithsonian Open Access. 

Ageing Better has released a new openly licensed, age-positive image library that aims to

change the "unrealistically positive or negative depictions of people in later life." 

Readings

Podcasts

Useful resources

Professional development opportunities cont.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/au/
mailto:Nikki.Andersen@usq.edu.au
https://oepoz.wordpress.com/
https://digitaldexterity.edublogs.org/2021/02/15/can-oers-address-teaching-and-learning-challenges-in-higher-education/
https://libereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/LOD-Guidelines-FINAL-Feb-2021.pdf
https://theconversation.com/open-educational-resources-for-emergency-remote-teaching-a-new-paradigm-155899
https://nebhe.org/journal/practitioner-perspectives-the-doers3-collaborative-on-oer-in-tenure-and-promotion/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/02/26/publisher-pearson-tries-tackle-systemic-racism-higher-ed#.YDwgLPc7i1s.twitter
https://ijoerandbeyond.org/accessibility-in-open-educational-resources-is-resilience/
https://oaspa.org/major-oa-diamond-journals-study-completed-report-emphasizes-diversity-and-sustainable-pathways-for-diamond-open-access/
https://www.icde.org/knowledge-hub/quality-network-report-2021
https://www.icde.org/knowledge-hub/quality-network-report-2021
https://creativecommons.org/2021/02/19/announcing-our-new-podcast-open-minds-from-creative-commons/
https://aoasg.org.au/webinar-series-2021/
https://creativecommons.org/2021/02/24/open-minds-smithsonian-open-access-with-effie-kapsalis/
https://creativecommons.org/2021/02/24/open-minds-smithsonian-open-access-with-effie-kapsalis/
https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/news/age-positive-image-library-launched
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Introduction to Philosophy: Philosophy of Religion by Beau Branson and Christina Hendricks 

Modern World History by Allosso et al. 

Introduction to Consumer Behaviour by Andrea Niosi 

Intermediate Microeconomics with Microsoft Excel (2nd edition) by Humberto Barreto 

Self-directed multimodal learning in higher education by Jako Olivier  

Design for Learning: Principles, Processes, and Praxis by McDonald et al. 

Introduction to Biosystems Engineering by Holden et al. 

Traffic Flow Theory: An introduction with exercises  by Victor Knoop

Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology (Australian edition) by Chruścik et al. 

Vital Sign Measurement Across the Lifespan  (2nd Canadian edition) by Lapum et al

 On Taungurung Land: Sharing History and Culture by Roy Henry Patterson and Jennifer Jones 

Measure, Integration & Real Analysis by Sheldon Axler

The Crystal Ball Instruction Manual Volume One: Introduction to Data Science by Stephen Davies 

Coastal Dynamics by Bosboom et al. 

Rain or shine: an introduction to soil properties by Tyson Ochsner

Traversing the Divide: Honouring Deborah Cass’s Contributions to Public and International Law by Kim

Rubenstein (ed) 

Towards Human Rights Compliance in Australian Prisons by Anita Mackay 

Arts and humanities

Business and management

Education

Engineering

Health and Wellbeing

Indigenous Studies

Information Technology, Statistics and Mathematics

Sciences

Law and politics

mailto:Nikki.Andersen@usq.edu.au
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/au/
mailto:Nikki.Andersen@usq.edu.au
https://oepoz.wordpress.com/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/introduction-to-philosophy-philosophy-of-religion
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/modernworldhistory/
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/modernworldhistory/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/modern-world-history-2021
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/modernworldhistory/
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/modernworldhistory/
https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/introconsumerbehaviour/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/business-writing-style-guide
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/business-writing-style-guide
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=d6159029-f57a-4278-9f5c-b851fa645f7f
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/business-writing-style-guide
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/business-writing-style-guide
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/self-directed-multimodal-learning-in-higher-education
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/design-for-learning-principles-processes-and-praxis
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/introduction-to-biosystems-engineering
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/traffic-flow-theory-an-introduction-with-exercises
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/traffic-flow-theory-an-introduction-with-exercises
https://usq.pressbooks.pub/anatomy/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=66f4df30-f29d-4cb6-86eb-b9d6ebb3a43c&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=66f4df30-f29d-4cb6-86eb-b9d6ebb3a43c&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
http://doi.org/10.22459/OTL.2020
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/measure-integration-real-analysis
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/the-crystal-ball-instruction-manual-volume-one-introduction-to-data-science
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/coastal-dynamics
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/rain-or-shine
http://doi.org/10.22459/TD.2021
http://doi.org/10.22459/THRCAP.2020

